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H88-0189.7.  Visscher, Rein (1898-1990).   
 Papers, 1946-1965.  0.50 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 Business manager of Hope College, 1949-1965.  Correspondence, 
personnel file (RESTRICTED), financial reports and plans relating to the 
construction, maintenance, restoration, and remodeling of campus 
buildings that include Boiler Room, Dimnent Chapel, Cosmopolitan 
House, Dining Room Reports, Durfee Hall, Emersonian House, Fraternal 
House, garage and storage space, Graves Library, Greenhouse, Carnegie Gymnasium 
Remodeling Project, Heating Plant, Kollen Hall, Music Building, Physics-Math Building 
(Vander Werf Hall) Phelps Hall, President’s Home maintenance and repairs, proposed projects 
(1958-1959), Van Raalte Hall, Van Zoeren Hall landscaping, Van Zoeren Library, Voorhees 
Hall, and Women’s Dorm.  Also includes photographs of Visscher and various building projects. 
 
Accession No.: H88-0189.7 
Provenance:  Rein Visscher 
Donor:   Hope College 
Photographs:  14 images 
Processed by:  Rebecca A. O’Shesky, February 1992 
   Leon Witteveen, November 1993 
 
Biography 
 
 Rein Visscher was born in the Netherlands in 1898 and immigrated to the United States 
as a child with his family.  He was educated in the Holland Public Schools.  After working in the 
tool and die industry and on mechanical drawing projects for ten years, Visscher entered the 
retailing business, and for many years operated the I.G.A. Food Market on Eighth Street. 
 He joined the Hope College staff as manager of cafeteria and dormitories in 1946 and 
became business manager in 1949.  He held this position until his retirement in 1965.   
 Rein Visscher died on May 17, 1990. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection consists primarily of correspondence, financial reports, and plans relating 
to the construction, maintenance, restoration, and remodeling of campus buildings.  Also 
included is correspondence with Dr. Lubbers, Mr. Ekdal Buys, and Dr. Hollenbach. 
 The collection also includes photographs of Visscher and several building projects with 
which he was involved. 
 
Container List 
 
 Campus Buildings 
  Boiler Room, 1957 
  Chapel, 1959 
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  Cosmopolitan House, 1959 
  Dining Room Reports, 1947-1956 
  Durfee, 1958-1959 
  Emersonian House, 1959 
  Fraternal House, 1959 
  Garage and Storage Space, 1957 
  Graves Library, 1962-1963 
  Greenhouse, 1963 
  Gym Remodeling Project, 1954 
  Gymnasium, 1959 
  Heating Plant, 1962-1964 
  Kollen Hall, 1958 
  Music Building, 1956 
Phelps Hall Invoices, n.d. 
Physics-Math, 1963-1964 
  President’s Home, Maintenance and Repairs, 1956 
  Proposed Projects, 1958-1959 
  Van Raalte Hall, 1959-1960 
  Van Zoeren, Landscaping, 1961 
  Van Zoeren Library, 1960-1962 
  Voorhees Projects, Summer 1957 
  Women’s Dorm, 1960 
 Clippings and News Releases, 1965 
 Correspondence, n.d., 1949-1963 
 Personnel File, 1946-1965 (RESTRICTED) 
 Photographs 
Group at Central Heating System Construction, 1949 (1 image) 
Nykerk Music Hall, n.d. (1 image)   
  Visscher, Rein 
   Individual, n.d. (10 images) 
   With Bruce Raymond, n.d. (2 images) 
 Report, 1964 
 
 
